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House Subcommittee Considers New Commemorative
Honoring Vietnam Veterans

Washington, D.C. - Bipartisan legislation to providefor the placement of acommemor a-
tiveplaqueinsidetheboundariesof theVietnam VeteransMemorial to honor thoseveter ans
whodied asadirect result of war injuriesafter their servicewasthe subject of aHouse Re-
sour ces Subcommittee on National Parksand Public Landshearingtoday.

Thelegidation- H.R. 3293 - wasintroduced by U.S. Rep. Elton Gallegly (R-CA), and
currently has 219 bipartisan cosponsors. The Vietnam Veteransof America, Veteransof Foreign Wars,
AMVETS, Vietham Women'sMemorid, Inc., and The Agent Orange Widows Awareness Codition are
some of the organizationsthat support the plaque’s concept.

However, thebill isopposed by the Clinton Administration.
During the hearing, Gallegly explained that the bill would create athree-foot by three-foot plague
to be placed on the 13-acre site of the Vietnam Memorial. The plaguewill not be placed onthewall or

directly infront of thewall and no public fundswill go toward the plague.

Vietnam Veterans of America Testify |n Support of the Plague

“Vietnam Veteransof Americaopposesanything that would detract or diminish the power of the
Wall,” said Ed Croucher, ExecutiveDirector of Vietham Veteransof America. “Theln Memory
Memoria asproposed isintended to be unobtrusive and can belocated on thethirteen acreplotin such a
way to not interferewiththeWall . . . 1 am sureyou will agreenow that it doesnot detract or diminishthe
impact of theWall inany way. Just the oppositeistrue- it addsadimension that wasmissing.”

Retired Lt. Colonel & Brother Agent Orange Victim Testifies In Favor Of Bill

“Inhonoring al thosewho died of Viethamwar-related causes, intheend it isimmaterial whether
death camefrom enemy fire or Agent Orange-related cancer or post-traumatic stressdisorder-rel ated
suicide,” said Lieutenant Colonel JamesG. Zumwalt 11, USMCR (RET), thebrother of aVietnam
veteran who died of cancerslinked to Agent Orange. “Those veteranswho servedin Vietham, who
suffered acombat-rel ated wound in battle and who died asadirect result of that wound after returning
homearejust asdeserving of recognitionfor their sacrificeasarethosewho actualy died in Vietnam.”



Plague Would Add To The Emotion and Healing Power of the Wall

“| have heard argumentsthat the placement of thisplague would somehow take away fromthe
majestic and awe inspiring appearance of theWall,” said JamesMichae Fluck, Advisory Board M em-
ber for theVietnam War in Memory Memorial I nc. project. “I feel that this plaguewould only add to
the emotion and healing power of theWall. | can not speak for the other 58,000 plusfamilieswho are
connected to those names etched in granite but | can speak for minewho isconnected to my uncleHarold
Zook whodiedinaplanecrashin 1966 in Vietnam. | do not think that he or hismemory would beinany
way tarnished by including the sacrifice of thosewho died in Vietnam but just did not know it until severa
yearslater.”

Clinton-Gore Administration Opposes Plague

John Par sons, Associate Director of L ands, Resour ces, and Planning for the National
Capitol Region of theNational Park Service, said the Department of Interior opposes placing the
plaquewithintheboundariesof the Vietham VeteransMemorial.

For more information, please check the House Committee on Resources Home Page at http://www.house.gov/resour ces/
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